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Tough Hard Core 

Reds Active 
In Central 
Am erica 

tty At Burl 

The Miami Herald 

( ; U A T E M A L A C 1 T Y 
Communism speaks directly 
to some 10,000 hard core fol- 
lowers in Panama and Cen- 
tral America. 

And this or- 
g a n i z e d 
strength 
feeds oil the 
sympathy of 
between 60,- 
000 and 75,000 
fringe be- 
lievers. * 

Panama, Costa Rica, : ’Nica- 
ragua, Honduras, El Salvador 
a and- GuatfeMIh 
hiMiAiAm®.* <J%ii g e r-ittMe 
Iheif* HbdSei^imd they\kH8w 
it; »Ttfe '^pSmunist 1 str$H&h 
riiftb ? fo ^gtudefits aritf dafflr- 
ers^ mM' thrives on domestic 
situations that create wide- 
spread dissatisfaction. Unem- 
ployment, lack of freedom, 
government corruption, and 
the miseries of the poor and 
their favorite 

t'ptyzm. * P r , 

iH" iimtrfifc! , %lol Casjf o 

has 16St His rf^sffci’s license. 

plj exist* for 

i^ve- lost .jpio^e 
TLii Jhe current" crisis 
Jumted States did in 
a$ 'Bay of Pigs in 
;‘vflsj 9 ^ fiasco in 1961. But 
{. optimism is tempered by the 
‘knowledge that each country 
has its own crop of Commu- 
nists eager to make a new 
Cuba. 

In capsule, the countries 
line up like this: 

Panama — Estimated hard 
core Communist strength: 
1000. Sympathizers: 10,000 to 
20,000. Strong influence aC.tl 
university, among labor,* 
ed by unemployment, concent 
tration of health ahtf ! pbwerij 
United States-Panama fric- 
tion over the Panama Canal. 
Justice Minister Marco 
Robles: “Panama is the most 
important objective of the 
Communists because of the 
canal.” A Robles crackdown 
during the Cuban crisis kept 
unrest at a minimum. 
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Costa Rica^fflPfth-a .1 e d 4 
. hard-core st|$n,gthx 300. Sym- 
CIA-RDP6^BOO3W^pM<®S0QO62-4 

strong pitch T(fe:bS|faa-%ork- ' 

. ers and ^ trying to organize 
peasant "'leagues aM6hg the 
campesinos. Problem regard* 
ed as l£ss Serious here, $ro- 
portionatel^/VlM an 
Communist ^coijp is making 
strong effort" Government 
has support pi jpeopie. 

Nicaragua — Estimated hard- 
core strength: 1000. Sympa- 
thizers: 10,000 to 20,0d0 and 
growing. Strong- among stu- 
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agaihsnhV Hhited.States for 
CubaMt^kJ AcMamlage of 
widespread Unrest respiting 
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in 18-2^* age bracket who 
have never voted #nd have 
no politica^affiliatlon. 

I Honduras — Estimated hard- 

' core strength: 200.0/itc\ 5000. 
Sympathizers: about lG*times 
that number. Effectiveness 
rises and falls directly with 
Cuba’s fortunes/; Down now. 
Honduras* Jias reputation of 
being heavily infil- 

trated crf^e six countries. 
Tie government says this is 
c^gger|te£nTake advantage 
off econpiS^pToblems, par- 
ticularly unemployment, of 
uriCfeFSeveTopecf" country. 
Government pushing < social 

reforn M'ii. 

El Salvador— E s t i m a t ed 
hard-cdre t r f r | g t h: 1000. 
Sympathizers: at least 5000. 
Principal' /threat in urban 
areas with Communist-front 
organizations among labor, 
teacher, student groups. 
Strong government cracks 
down hard. Ahthsub version 
law passed, this fall gives 
broad police po^fc^jfl&Vides 
up to seven ye'lfs ’ in jail. 

. in September, 4-go^ernment 
headed off troPMgJiy grab- 
bing agitctfcing:^paers, hus- 
tling them tqj^rport and 
sending *thei£$^oi country. 
Take advantage of over-pop- 
ulation problem in small 
country. Gdv&fiiment critics 
complain police work goes be- 
yond effici|gj^. { 

Intimated 
hard-dbre^ strength: 1500 to 
20QQ, ^Syf l) a t h xzers: 5000. 
Take adyiiptage of extent 

witft m v ^ se n t government. 
Strength in rurjl areas, Pop- 
ular "support Mp irttral areas 
^ ^kor Jeturn of former Presi- 
h V ^denlduan Arevalo, generally 
bla»d with leading country 
into communism before. Pre- 
viouS" Communist experience 
makes literate wary, but il- 
literacy high. 
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